
Mr. Bayard Rustin 
5 Beekman Street 
New York 38, New York 

Dear Bayard: 

Enclosed please find the chapter on “NON-VIOLENCE”.3 
Niebuhr as well as most New Testament scholars argue that there is no doctrine 

of non-violence resistence to evil in the Old Testament. They argue that the New 
Testament teaches the doctrine of non-resistence to evil. 

What is your thinking on this? I would like to clear it up in this chapter if 
possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

MLEp 

Dictated by Dr. King but not read. 
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can hold this broken community together” (see Striok Toward Freedom, pp. gg, 106, and Rustin, “More 
on Non-Violence,” April 1958). 

3. This draft, “Nonviolence Takes Shape,” became chapter six, “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence” in 
Stride Toward Freedom. Portions of the chapter also appeared in the September issue ofFeZZowship mag- 
azine; see pp. 473-48 i in this volume. 

To Roy Wilkins 

13 March 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King comma& the executive secretary of the NAACP for his 2 7 February speech in 
Richmond, Virginia, in which Wilkins condemned that statek program of “massive 
resistance” to the Supreme Court S school desegregation ruling.’ On 2 6 March, 

1 .  In his speech, Wilkins criticized the Virginia House of Delegates for allowing the president of 
the Little Rock White Citizens’ Council to speak from the House floor, while denying the Virginia 
NAACP permission to address the body. Wilkins assailed Virginia officials’ “snide trick” of “turning the 
State House over to the Citizens’ Councils and slamming the door in the face of the NAACP. . . . They 
must be doing it because with all their power they don’t think they can win in a fair fight” (Chester 
Hampton, “Roy Wilkins Lashes Va.’s Leaders Plans,” Richmond Afro-Americun, 8 March 1958; “Let’s 
fill the Mosque on Feb. 27,” Richmond Afro-American, 22 February 1958). For more on Virginia’s strat- 
egy of “massive resistance” to integration, see note 2 in King to Aaron E. Henry, I 7 September i 958, 
p. 495 in this volume. 381 
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17 Mar Wilkins thanked King and commented: “The more I see of the pesent strugle, the 
more I take off my hat to the Negro citizens of the South. ” ‘958 

Mr. Roy Wilkins, Executive Director 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
New York City. 

Dear Roy: 

ginia. I read every word of it very scrutinizingly, and think it is a supurb job. 

doing for the Negro and the whole of American democracy. 

I have just read the full text of your recent address made at Richmond, Vir- 

Please know that we are always grateful to you for the great work that you are 

You will always have my support in this great work. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] Martin L. King, p 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

MLKp 

TLSr. NAACPP-DLC. Group 1 i iA-177. 

To Arthur L. Johnson 

17 March 1958 
[NIontgornmy, Ala.] 

Johnson wrote King on 3 March, asking him to appear at an I I March reception 
for the Detroit branch of the NAACP’ After learning that King would not be able to 
attend, Johnson responded on 6 March that he was “shocked and disappointed. ”He 
cautioned King to “be ever mindful that a helping handfrom you is ten, twenty-five, 
one hundred times more productive than that of countless otherfriends whose resources 
and injluence can never quite measure up to their interest in this work. ” 

1 .  Arthur Lyman Johnson (igzrj-), a native ofher icus ,  Georgia, and a college classmate of King’s, 
earned his B.A. (1948) from Morehouse and his M.A. (1949) from Atlanta University. While working 
for the U.S. Department of Health in Detroit, he joined the local branch of the NAACP and served as 
its executive secretary from 1950 to 1964. 
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